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467 March 3, ISM 

Law for compulsory vaccination in Mississippi. 

Jackson, Miss., February 16, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a 
letter written to you by Mr. J. B. Wilson, of Yazoo City, under date 
of February 6. It is true that smallpox has prevailed in Anding, Miss., 
for some time, and it is of a most virulent type, and I think there have 
been about 50 deaths, as stated by Mr. Wilson. 

Dr. J. A. Crisler, county health officer, has had the matter in charge 
and has done a great deal of vaccinating. Smallpox is epidemic in the 
United States, a fact that I know you are well aware of, so that it is 
impossible for us to do more than resort to general vaccination and 
fumigation of all houses in which it occurs. It is impossible for us to 
establish pesthouses and care for the sick. In fact, it would be very 
impracticable for us to try this method. 

I inclose you a copy of the bill that has just passed our legislature 
empowering boards of supervisors to compel vaccination. 
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Oar board two years ago four times publicly announced to the people 
of the State of Mississippi that smallpox would become epidemic in this 
State unless general vaccination was resorted to, so it can not be said 
that they were not well informed in regard to the matter. We have 
done all in our power to educate the public in this direction and are 
still doing all that is possible to stamp out this dreadful disease. Thank- 
ing you for the information contained in your letter, I am, 

Respectfully, J. F. Hunter. 

[Inclosure.] 
An Act to provide for compulsory vaccination, and to provide a penalty for enforcing same. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of Mississippi, That the board of 
supervisors in the counties in which smallpox exists, are hereby empowered to pass 
ordinances for providing for compulsory vaccination, to enforce same as hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec. 2. The president or clerk of the board of supervisors shall make application to 
the secretary of the State board of health for a sufficient quantity of bovine virus to do 
the necessary vaccinating, and the' cost of said virus shall be borne by the county so 
ordering. 

Sec. 3. The board of supervisors may make contracts with any reputable physician 
or physicians to do the vaccinating and. pay for same. 

Sec. 4. Any person refusing to be vaccinated when requested by the authorized rep- 
resentatives of the board of supervisors, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor. Pro- 
vided, however, satisfactory evidence of successful vaccination within the preceding 
five years shall constitute a sufficient defense to any prosecution under this act. 

Sec. 5. That all acts in conflict with this act be and are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 6. That this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

Approved February 8, 1900. 

A true copy. 

J. L. Poweb, 

Secretary of State. 

No smallpox in District of Columbia. 

Washington, D. C, February 21, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that 1 patient was discharged from 
the smallpox hospital on the 20th instant, cured. The District of 
Columbia is now free from smallpox. 

Respectfully, H. C. McLean, 

Deputy Health Officer. 



